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pale salmon colour when mature, sparsely covered in white powdery wax, with lateral 
wax filaments 0.1-0.7 mm long, decreasing in length from posterior to anterior of body 
and 4 (2 pairs) robust caudal filaments up to 1.6 mm long  1.0-1.5. mm thick, with 
anal lobe pair thickest. Immature 9 greyish. 
Habit. In folds of leaves prior to leaf opening, predominantly at leaf bases. 
Host plant. Xanthorrhoea australis R. Br. ssp. australis (family Xanthorrhoeaceae). 
This is the first record of a mealybug on Xanthorrhoea. 
Plant damage. Chlorosis and mild pitting sometimes occurred. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Plant virus epidemics: monitoring, modelling and predicting outbreaks. 

Editors G. D. McLean, R. G. Garrett and W. G. Ruesink. 1986. 

Academic Press Australia, 30-32 Sidmore St, Marrickville, N.S.W. 2204. 

ISBN 0 12 485060 X. xxi, 550 pages, illustr. 

It is indeed pleasing to see this book; as the Forward states There has 

been no previous book devoted to this largely neglected topic . . . The extent 

of the work done and the progress made will come as a revelation to many 

readers as much of the information had previously appeared in a fragmented 

or inaccessible form". 
24 papers are included, arranged in 4 main sections: Monitoring (8 

papers), Modelling (8 papers), Predicting (6 papers) and Control (2 papers). 

In addition, the first and last papers form a prologue and epilogue. Of the 

40 authors (from four continents) 15 are Australian, and all are prominent 

in their fields. 
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A selection of titles gives an idea of the scope of this work: The 
distribution of virus disease and the migrant vector aphid; Predators-agents 
for biological control; Parasites and parasite impact on aphid populations; 
Modelling the effects of changing windfields on migratory flights of the 
brown planthopper; and Integrated control of insect vectors of plant virus 
diseases. These review-type papers are invaluable, not only for summarising 
current knowledge but also for their extensive lists of primary references. 
There is a comprehensive index spanning 14 pages. C. HOLMES 
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